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succeeded Wiseman, only sixteen had such
chaplains.

Manning was in Rome when W. E. Forster
introduced the Education Act of 1870, which
established School Boards and made primary
education a national concern. The Archbishop,
who really cared for education, astonished his
brethren by giving the Bill a modified support.
He believed that the excesses of Continental
political extremists were due almost entirely to
a Godless education, and it seemed probable that
the School Boards would preserve in England the
tradition of a Christian education, even though it
might be partial and unsatisfactory. His primary
duty was to preserve the Roman Catholic voluntary
schools at all costs, and to secure for them, as was
only just, a certain support from the public funds.

From the beginning the Archbishop dared to
stand alone. He knew that he was by no means
persona grata to his suffragans. But he had been
chosen to rule by what to him was the highest
authority on earth, and he intended to rule, and
from the beginning he did rule with an iron
hand, only calling his brethren to consultation
once a year. The Bishops were more than restive.
" Humble pie is a very good thing in its way now
and then," said one of them, " but we may get
too much of it even in Lent."